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United States Mint 
Philadelphia, Penn. 
Superintendent’s Office 


January 17, 1879 


Hon. James Pollock 
Superintendent 
U.S. Mint 
Philadelphia 


Sir: 

Of your order of January 17 for 24 obverse and 24 reverse standard dollar dies, the 24 
reverse most wanted shall be shipped to San Francisco tomorrow the 18". 

On the subject of their complaint of the higher of the pile of 20 coins, I would observe 
that there has been no alteration in the dies since they were approved of, and we have tried this 
morning coins of 1878 and of 1879, in piles of 20, and they were quite equal, in height; and if 
they will use any dies sent them in response to their order of October 25 for the year 1879 they 
will find the same result. 

I respectfully suggest, it is possible they may have used some reverse die sent in the early 
part of the year 1878, before the coin was finally approved of, and working this paired with an 
obverse sent for 1879 may have caused the difference. 

Very respectfully yours, 

William Barber, Engraver 


